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THE LANGO*
THE author of this book, Mr. J. H. Driberg, lived as an
administrator for about seven years among the people whom
he describes, and his book is the fruit of long and patient
observation and inquiry.    It is marked throughout by the
true scientific spirit, and will unquestionably rank among the
very best monographs which we possess on African tribes.
The writer has wisely confined  himself to  recording the
results of his personal observations, and has abstained alike
from speculating on the origin and meaning of the institu-
tions which he describes and from instituting far-reaching
comparisons between them and those of other peoples in
distant parts of the earth.    Within these self-imposed limits
Mr. Driberg has given us an excellent and very complete
account of a tribe about which hitherto very little had been
known.    The account comprises the history of the tribe, so
far as it can be ascertained} its natural environment, physical
and mental characteristics, mode of life, social organization,
and  system  of religion  and  magic.     The  ethnographical
part of the book is followed by a linguistic part,  which
embraces a detailed grammar and full vocabularies, both
Lango-English and English-Lango, concluding with twelve
fables in the Lango language with parallel English translation.
The Lango belong to the group of tribes which from its
habitat in the valley of the Nile is commonly described as
Nilotic, and of which the Shilluk are probably the best-known
members.   They number some quarter of a million, and now
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